



	Local 

	DEDICATED SPOKES-MAN 

NEWS-PRESS PHOTOS 

[image: image1.jpg]



Above, Lou Ventura unloads some of the 585 bikes he and volunteers assembled on Saturday. Below, Christian Hernandez, 3, takes the lead while trying out one of the new bikes. Behind him are Erick Sanchez and Sandra Madrigal, both 4. 
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A man who annually raises funds to purchase bicycles for needy kids who otherwise couldn't afford them is at it again. Lou Ventura of Goleta has in the past donated the bikes to Unity Shoppe Incorporated. Last year, he and volunteers delivered 452 new bikes to the charitable organization. This year, the bike drive took place under the aegis of the Kids and Bikes Foundation, a nonprofit organization formed by Mr. Ventura to continue purchasing bikes for Santa Barbara County residents.

Vendors donate bikes and volunteers, as in years past, gathered at Mr. Ventura's home on Saturday to assemble them.
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