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Santa Barbara charity makes sure children have a good holiday

Posted: Dec 6, 2008 04:04 PM PST

Saturday, December 6, 2008 
Reported by: Stacy Daniel 

Santa's elves are hard at work making sure every child in Santa Barbara County who wants a bike for Christmas gets one. 

For five years Lou Ventura has teamed up with some of Santa's helpers for "Bikes and Kids," a non-profit organization that helps lower income families have a happy holiday season. 

This year, the nonprofit will give away about 600 cycles. 

The bikes are bought with donations at cost and delivered, unassembled to Ventura's house. With a little help from friends they're ready to roll. 

"We have this big build party, and it's kind of a way to give back to the community. These are the people that keep the electricity on, the lawyers, the doctors, the judges. We have a little bit of everybody here. These are the people that make it happen," said Ventura.

Tom Reed operates the Unity Shoppe, in Santa Barbara, where the majority of these bikes are going. It's a central distribution facility for all nonprofits in Santa Barbara County. 

The organization serves 8,600 kids and 17,000 people annually. During the holidays those numbers always increase. 

That's why, Ventura says, it's more important than ever that the community get involved. 

If you are interested in helping Bikes for Kids, click here. 

(see pictures below)
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